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Rationality of the program

In  recent  decades  ornamenta l  f i sh  keep ing  and  aquar ium t rade
has  emerged  as  a  much  lucra t ive  indus t ry .  Keep ing  aquar ium
f i sh  and  breed ing  them i s  an  exc i t ing  ac t iv i ty  tha t  br ings  not
on ly  aes the t i c  p l easure ,  but  a l so  employment  oppor tun i t i e s .
About  600  spec i e s  o f  ornamenta l  f i sh  have  been  repor ted
wor ldwide  f rom var ious  aquat i c  env i ronments .  Ind ian  water s
have  a  r i ch  d iver s i ty  o f  ornamenta l  f i sh ,  w i th  over  100
ind igenous  var i e t i e s ,  bes ides  a  number  o f  s imi lar  exot i c  spec i e s
bred  in  capt iv i ty .  Nat ive  ornamenta l  f i sh  ava i lab le  in  r iver s
can  be  eas i ly  caught  f rom wi ld  r e sources  and  can  be  cu l t iva ted
for  aquar iums .  The  country  expor t s  f i sh  wor th  ₹20 ,000  c rore
every  year .  Of  th i s ,  the  share  o f  ornamenta l  f i sh  i s  about  ₹300
crore .  There  i s  s t i l l  room to  increase  the  product ion  o f
ornamenta l  f i sh  var i e t i e s  and  the  impor tance  o f  succes s fu l
bus ines s  in  the  ornamenta l  f i sh  t rade  needs  to  be  emphas i zed .
Aquar ium fabr i ca t ion  and  t rade  requ i re s  low inves tment ,
min imum sk i l l  and  space .  So ,  awareness  and  t ra in ing  on
aquar ium f i sh  cu l ture  and  aquar ium t rade  as  prospec t  o f
ent repreneursh ip  and  employment  genera t ion  ho lds  an  outmost
s ign i f i cance  in  present  day .

Date:  27.03.2024
Organized by:  Department of Zoology in collaboration with
IQAC, Gargaon College and Department of Botany, Gargaon
College.
Nature of  Activity:  Entrepreneurship.



Brief description of the Program

Gargaon Col lege ,  renowned for  i t s  commitment  to  hol i s t i c
educat ion  and pract ica l  l earn ing  exper iences ,  recent ly  hosted  a
one-day  workshop cum Hands-on  Tra in ing  on  Aquar ium
Fabr icat ion  was  organized  by  IQAC,  Gargaon Col lege  in
co l laborat ion  wi th  the  Department  of  Zoology  and Botany,
Gargaon Col lege  on  27th  March,  2024 .  The  workshop a imed to
provide  par t i c ipants  wi th  comprehens ive  ins ights  in to  the  ar t
and sc ience  of  c reat ing  and mainta in ing  aquar iums.The
program was  inaugurated  by  noted  academic ian  and Pr inc ipa l ,
Gargaon Col lege ,  Dr .  Sabyasachi  Mahanta .  In  h i s  speech  Dr .
Mahanta  expressed  enthus iasm for  the  workshops  success ,
h igh l ight ing  i t s  re levance  in  fos ter ing  both  academic
enr ichment  and pract ica l  exper t i se  among part i c ipants .  Events
l ike  these  not  only  enhance  our  sk i l l s  in  creat iv i ty  and
innovat ion  but  a l so  employment  opportuni t i e s .  Dr .  Rina
Handique ,  Vice -Pr inc ipa l ,  Gargaon Col lege  and Head of  the
Department  of  Zoology ,  a l so  spoke  on  emphas iz ing  the
interd i sc ip l inary  nature  of  the  workshop and i t s  potent ia l  to
insp i re  future  research ,  conservat ion  e f for t s ,  and  employment
generat ion.  By  br idg ing  the  gap  between  theory  and pract ice ,
workshops  l ike  th i s  empower  s tudents  to  become s tewards  of
env i ronment  sus ta inabi l i ty  and the  importance  of  aquar ium
trade  as  a  prospect  of  entrepreneursh ip .  The  resource  person
for  the  workshop was  Dr .  Anurag  Prot im Das ,  Ass i s tant
Professor ,  Department  of  Zoology ,  Gargaon Col lege  spoke  on
the  emerg ing  opportuni t i e s  for  se l f -employment  in  ornamenta l
f i sh  cu l ture  and t rade .



The resource person shared knowledge and imparted hands-on
training on Aquarium fabrication, offering invaluable guidance on
species selection, water quality management, and the importance
of biodiversity in aquarium ecosystems. Throughout the day,
attendees were immersed in various aspects of aquarium
fabrication from the selection of appropriate materials to the
intricates of designing and setting up of a thriving aquatic
environment. The Hands-on training segment allowed participants
to put theory into practice as they engaged in interactive sessions
under the supervision of the resource person. From assembling
tanks to arranging aquatic plants and decor, attendees had the
opportunity to hone their skills and gain first-hand experience in
aquarium fabrication techniques. He also explained the concept of
ornamental fish and named a few species of fish from north-east
India with high market demand. He mentioned how north-east
India is rich in native fish diversity and considered a gold mine of
ornamental fishes. Dr. Dimbeswar Das, Head Department of
Botany spoke on the significance of organizing the workshop for
employment generation. The event was enthusiastically hosted by
Dr. Surajit Saikia, Coordinator of IQA, Gargaon College The
workshop was attended by Dr. Pimily Langthasa, Dr. Rashmi
Dutta, Sangeeta Chetia and Sandeepa Agarwalla, faculty members
of the department of Zoology and Botany, proved to be a
resounding success, enriching participants with valuable
knowledge and skills for employment generation while fostering a
deeper appreciation for the wonders of aquatic life. The
participants were introduced to materials for aquarium fabrication
like adhesives, glass, ancillaries, etc. The program was attended by
67 participants comprising students and faculties of various
departments. As Gargaon College continues its commitment to
providing innovative educational opportunities, such initiatives
underscore its dedication to nurturing well-rounded individuals
equipped to address the challenges of tomorrow. The workshop
proved to be a positive step towards achieving such a goal.
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